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* Itis now 14 years since the publication of the first paper describing the continuous production of carbon nanotube

fibres by the direct spinning process.

« To some extent structure property type research has outstripped studies to understand and eventually scale up the

production process itself.

* Progress is such that the axial mechanical strength and stiffness of carbon nanotube fibers are already competing
with other high performance fibers such as aramid, polyethylene and carbon, while both the electrical and thermal

conductivities are one to two orders of magnitude better than PAN based carbon fiber.

*+ However, to undercut other high performance fibers on price while at the same time providing a wider ranging

property spectrum, requires scale-up, although comparatively few publications in the literature have focused on this.

* Here the various key parameters which will come to bear during large-scale plant design are addressed, especially

those associated with hydrogen supply and management.
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A Gartner ‘hype’ cycle

« A Gartner ‘hype’ cycle for the development of the CNT fiber technology
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The pathway from inventive step to industrial scale production is tortuous and is summarised by the Gartner diagram

Much of this paper however, is looking up the slope which is now being climbed towards commercial large-scale production,

with the initials stages of scale up in the hands of TorTech Nano-fibers Ltd of Ma'alot, Israel
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The Properties of CNT
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Network formation of CNT fibers ¢ ) ECOsRdmrATE
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CNT films incorporated into a composite. (Courtesy

Weaving with carbon nanotube thread consisting of ~300 microfibers ) _
Shuki Yeshuran, Tortech Nano Fibers Ltd).

produced by over winding on the take-up reel.

» If carbon nanotube fiber is to enter the marketplace as a
major player, not so much as a direct competitor for existing
high performance fibers such as carbon, but as a new fiber

with a unique property spectrum.

* The fiber has the potential to open up different processing
routes to composites, but it also has properties which

complement the baseline mechanical properties of the other

fibers.

CNT film with an inset showing a typical CNT structure.
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Research Direction and Goals

Timeline
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